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Extraordinary Moments 
in the EHS Community

The Jewish independent school  
in Marblehead, Massachusetts
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C U R I O S I T Y we inspire it

P O T E N T I A L we see it

I D E N T I T Y we foster it

COMPASSION we nurture it

COMMUNITY we build it

I N T E L L E C T we develop it

An example of the successful blending of old and new, traditional and 
modern, Jewish and secular studies, Epstein Hillel is more than an 
independent school. It is a place where every day is characterized by a 
series of extraordinary little moments each more magical than the one 
before. The following stories are just a few of the unique pieces that make 
the EHS community so special.
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A ‘Terrific Support System’ for Interfaith Families
It used to be that families with 
children enrolled in Jewish day 
school were a pretty homogenous 
crowd; two Jewish parents raising 
Jewish children. At Epstein Hillel 
(EHS), there are still plenty of 
families who fit that bill, but 
there are more than a few who 
do not. About 30% of EHS 
families are interfaith, and 
their experiences have been 
overwhelmingly positive.

Aimee and David

Aimee grew up with a Jewish 
father and Greek Orthodox 
mother. David, now an agnostic, 
grew up Catholic. When expecting 
their first child, they spoke often 
about the role spirituality would 
play in their family’s life. They  
both wanted their children to be 
part of a true community. They 
agreed that Jewish values and 
traditions were what they wanted 
for their family. 

Aimee and David’s sons 
attended preschool at the Jewish 
Community Center. Once it 
was time to pick a kindergarten 
program, they had three options: 
EHS, public school, or a secular 
independent school. After visiting 
each, they put down a deposit for 
a spot at the secular independent 

school. However, something about 
it did not feel right. It was David, 
with no Jewish background, who 
suggested that they go back to 
visit EHS. Within moments of 
walking into the building, they 
both knew it was the right place 
for them.

Diane and Brian

Diane and Brian are another 
example of an EHS interfaith 
couple. Having grown up with no 
religious affiliation, Diane craved 
a sense of belonging. As a young 
adult, she chose Judaism 
as her religion but did not 
convert until years later. 
Her son, an only child, is 
currently a 3rd grader at 
EHS. Diane, Brian, and their 
son consider his classmates to be 
his siblings. 

Neither of these families had 
originally planned on enrolling 
their children in day school. Would 
it be too Jewish? Would the fact 

that they are interfaith make them 
uncomfortable? Would they feel as 
though they belonged? Their fears 
were unrealized. 

Both families cherish the 
community - for themselves and 
their children. All are impressed 

with the academics. There 
are many opportunities for 
project-based learning, so 
many outstanding teachers, 
and EHS offers a values-
based education. With a 
twinkle in their eye, these 
parents speak of their kids’ 
love of learning. They marvel 

at hearing their children speak 
Hebrew, seeing them perform  
on stage in social studies 
curriculum plays, and watching 
them program 3-D printers for 
their research projects. 

These families know that EHS is 
a special place and are grateful 
for the community and valuable 
education. They both agree that 
enrolling their children at EHS was 
the best decision they ever made. 

There was an instant sense of 
community the moment we walked 
through the door. The support and 
attention are beyond anything I ever 
could have imagined.”

“

EHS is a terrific support system, 
I feel more connected and 
part of a community than ever 
before.”

“
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Adam Madorsky Social Justice Award
At first blush, Ashley Orenberg 
Waterberg and Jacob Abbisso 
appear to have little in common. 
Ashley is a new mom and a 
social worker in the Revere Public 
Schools; Jacob is a freshman at 
Wesleyan University. However, 
they do have some things in 
common: Not only are they both 
graduates of Epstein Hillel, but 
they were last year’s recipients of 
the Adam Madorsky Social Justice 
Award.

This award, created in 2016, is in 
memory of Adam Madorsky, son 
of Karen and Jerry Madorsky. 
It recognizes EHS alumni who 
continue to pursue social justice 
in their personal or professional 
lives. 

Jacob Abbisso

Ten years ago when Jacob was a 
second grader at Hillel, he heard 
about Shaggy, a dog in town 
who was injured and needed 
extensive medical care. Fresh 
off the “Giraffe Project,” an 
initiative which teaches students 
the importance of sticking their 

neck out to help others, Jacob 
sprang into action. He took it 
upon himself to raise money for 
the Northeast Animal Shelter 
by getting his mom to the store 
to purchase balloons (a lot of 
them). He then spent hour upon 
hour teaching himself how to 
twist them into animals and 
objects that he could give away in 
exchange for a donation. To date, 
he has raised nearly $20,000, all 
of which he has donated to the 
shelter.

Ashley Orenberg 
Waterberg

As a college freshman, Ashley 
spent her spring break in 
Mississippi helping to repair 
homes that had been damaged 
by Hurricane Katrina. During 
another vacation, when many 
of her peers were lazing at the 

beach, Ashley traveled to the 
Dominican Republic to do her 
part in caring for children in 
orphanages. With an abundance 
of both professional and volunteer 
work under her belt, Ashley 
lives each day deeply aware and 
highly appreciative of just how 
fortunate she is. Not only is she a 
Social Worker in the Revere Public 
Schools, but she also serves as 
the faculty advisor for the Gay-
Straight Alliance. She credits 
modeling by her parents and EHS 
with her deep commitment to 

Tikkun Olam.

Whether “sticking a 
neck out” locally, or 
donating time across the 
world, both Jacob and 

Ashley epitomize the very essence 
of a Hillel education: learning 
and living with compassion. Turns 
out they really do have more in 
common than meets the eye.

I grew up at EHS. Not only was it a 
warm and welcoming environment, 
but there was always an emphasis on 
looking out for others.”

“

There really is no act too 
small.”“
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Kindergarten Breakfast
Of the many magical traditions 
at Epstein Hillel School, the 
kindergarten breakfast may well 
be among the most charming. This 
past year, veteran teachers Barbara 
Sidman and Beth Tassinari took the 
helm with their 14 students. The 
group proudly took their place on 
the stage and proceeded to regale 
the audience with a medley of 
songs in both English and Hebrew. 
The room full of siblings, parents, 
and grandparents could not help 
but get caught up in the energy.

The confidence emanating from 

each and every kid was irrefutable. 
Without exception, they held 
their heads high and belted 
out songs with the pride and 
fervor one would hope for in a 
rising first grader. What was less 
clear: who was more moved by 
their performance, the teachers 
or the audience? Hint: it was 
indistinguishable.

It was not just on the stage that 
the magical moments were 
happening, though. The parents, 
many of whom were strangers 
back at the start of the school year, 

were now surrounded by folks who 
had become dear friends. The 
children that started out as shy 5 
year-olds, assuredly held hands, 
wrapped their arms around each 
other’s shoulders and whispered 
sweetly to one another. And, 
when one younger sibling grew 
antsy during the performance, Jen 
Goldberg, Director of Admissions 
& Marketing quietly jumped into 
action. She retrieved a bin of toys 
and took her place on the floor 
alongside the child to play with 
zero fanfare. 

Shabbat Unplugged
What do you get when you take an 
idea from two EHS moms, mix it 
with two Rabbis, and the support 
of six Jewish organizations in the 
North Shore area? 

 Answer: The first annual 
“Shabbat Unplugged!”

EHS parents Laura Schulman 
Brochstein and Rachelle Kagan 
Dubow approached Director of 
Admissions & Marketing, Jen 
Stam Goldberg, with an idea. 
Wouldn’t it be great if the EHS 
team were to plan a community-
wide Shabbaton? Jen loved the 
idea and submitted an application 

to the grant program of the 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
of the North Shore (CJP). With 
the support of the Jewish Teen 
Initiative, Temples Sinai, Emmanu-
el and Shirat Hayam as well as 
Chabab and Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore, 
Epstein Hillel was granted $5,000 
for the first annual, “Shabbat 
Unplugged.”

Following months of planning, 
families with kids ranging from 
infancy to 15 years old (over 
100 people!) gathered at Camp 
Yavneh in beautiful Northwood, 
New Hampshire for an amazing 

weekend. Blessed with picture 
perfect weather, children worked 
together during Torah time, 
doing crafts, playing sports, and 
teaming up for a scavenger hunt. 
Families hiked together, flexed 
their teamwork skills in a 25-
part group challenge, enjoyed 
a Shabbat service, a Havdalah 
campfire, and engaged in the 
age-old s’mores debate: tan or 
burnt marshmallows?

“Shabbat Unplugged” is just 
one example of the incredible 
community programs EHS 
provides for Jewish families of 
the North Shore. 
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Experience More Extraordinary Moments With Us. 
Schedule a Visit to EHS.
During a scheduled visit, you may 
encounter a kindergartner who, 
without prompting, will desert his 
morning snack and confidently 
approach the adults who have 
come into the room. With the 
poise of someone twice his age, 
he will introduce himself and 
explain the class schedule. In the 
next classroom, a second-grade 
girl, up to her elbows in dirt during 
a science lesson, will extricate her 
hands from the soil, remember 
to wipe them clean, and politely 
greet you. She will enthusiastically 
share what she has been learning 
about soil. 

You will discover an art class full 
of energetic 5th graders each 
diligently working on a self-portrait 
in the style and methodology 
of David Hockney. You’ll meet 
students who are adeptly working 
with iPads to illustrate a writing 

project that will serve as a 
backdrop for their performance in 
the winter concert. 

You will be invited to share the 
enthusiasm of a girl who was 
so shy at the start of the school 
year that she hardly spoke. Yet 
now, just weeks into third grade, 
she will passionately teach you 
the process by which seeds are 
planted, watered, and cared for in 
their classroom. Still enthused, she 
will go on to proudly tell you that 
once the plants are grown enough 
to use, they will be shared with the 
school chef who will incorporate 
them into that day’s lunch.

A Small School with a Big 
Reach

Moments like these happen every 
day and are the true heart and 
soul of Epstein Hillel School. These 
interactions are the result of the 

children having been taught to 
greet guests when they enter the 
room; an invaluable life lesson in 
manners, community building, 
and public speaking. Children are 
proud of their classrooms, excited 
about learning, and master the art 
of being a social person. 

Come by for a visit, take a tour, and experience for yourself the energy and 
joy that make our school such a magical place to learn. For more information 

or to set up a tour at Epstein Hillel, call 781.639.2880.




