June 14, 2019
Dear Soon-To-Be Sixth Graders,
In preparation for language arts next year, we are asking that you read at least
two books over the summer - one from our list and one of your choice.
Please read ONE of the following:
A View from Saturday
By E.L. Konisgsberg
How had Mrs. Olinski chosen her sixth-grade Academic Bowl team? She had a number of
answers. But were any of them true? How had she really chosen Noah and Nadia and Ethan
and Julian? And why did they make such a good team? It was a surprise to a lot of people when
Mrs. Olinski's team won the sixth-grade Academic Bowl contest at Epiphany Middle School. It
was an even bigger surprise when they beat the seventh grade and the eighth grade, too. And
when they went on to even greater victories, everyone began to ask: How did it happen? It
happened at least partly because Noah had been the best man (quite by accident) at the
wedding of Ethan's grandmother and Nadia's grandfather. It happened because Nadia
discovered that she could not let a lot of baby turtles die. It happened when Ethan could not let
Julian face disaster alone. And it happened because Julian valued something important in
himself and saw in the other three something he also valued.
Mrs. Olinski, returning to teaching after having been injured in an automobile accident, found
that her Academic Bowl team became her answer to finding confidence and success. What she
did not know, at least at first, was that her team knew more than she did the answer to why they
had been chosen. This is a tale about a team, a class, a school, a series of contests and, set in
the midst of this, four jewel-like short stories -- one for each of the team members -- that ask
questions and demonstrate surprising answers.
A Wrinkle in Time by
Madeleine L'Engle
It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her
mother had come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the
arrival of a most disturbing stranger.
"Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught in a downdraft
and blown off course. Let me sit down for a moment, and then I'll be on my way. Speaking
of ways, by the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract."

A tesseract (in case the reader doesn't know) is a wrinkle in time. To tell more would rob the
reader of the enjoyment of Miss L'Engle's unusual book. A Wrinkle in Time, winner of the
Newbery Medal in 1963, is the story of the adventures in space and time of Meg, Charles
Wallace, and Calvin O'Keefe (athlete, student, and one of the most popular boys in high school).
They are in search of Meg's father, a scientist who disappeared while engaged in secret work
for the government on the tesseract problem.
After you read your book, choose ONE of these options for a project.
1. Create a comic strip that details six important events from the novel. Each box of the
comic strip must include an illustration (hand-drawn, computer graphic or photograph)
and a two-sentence caption.
2. Write a one page summary of the book which includes your opinion of the book
and recommendation to other readers.
For your second book, please feel free to choose anything that appeals to you! Please write
the title and author of the book you chose, and your favorite part.
Please bring both assignments with you on the first day of
school!
Sincerely, The 6th
Grade Team

