
 
 

Dear Middle School students,                 June 17, 2020 
 
Below are the Summer Reading Assignments for Grades 6, 7, and 8. Please follow the 
guidelines, and have your reading and projects completed for the first day of school.  
 
GRADE 6 -  
Choose two books to read from the following list.  
 
Book Choices 
A Wrinkle in Time - Madeleine L’Engle 
The Science of Breakable Things - Tae Keller 
The Length of a String - Elissa Weissman 
Return to Sender - Julia Alvarez 
Cruisers - Walter Dean Myers 
Waiting for Normal - Leslie Connor 
Paperboy - Vince Vawter 
Lucky Broken Girl - Ruth Behar 
 
After you read one book, choose one of the following projects: 

● Create a comic strip (digitally or by hand) detailing at least six major events in the novel. 
Each box of the comic strip should include an illustration and a 2-3 sentence caption. 

● Write a one-page summary of the novel. Also, include your favorite part.  
● Make a video that creatively gives a plot summary, your favorite part, and whether or 

not you’d recommend the book and why. 
 
For your second book, you can choose one of the previous options or a project of your choice to 
present your book. All projects should include the title and author of the book. 
 
 
GRADE 7 -  
Read A Soldier’s Secret by Marissa Moss and one of the books from the following list. 
 
Book Choices for Your Second Book 
The Length of a String - Elissa Weissman 
Enchanted Air - Margarita Engle 
The Only Black Girls in Town - Brandy Colbert 
Harbor Me - Jacqueline Woodson  
Cruisers - Walter Dean Myers 
Bystander - James Preller 
Ghost - Jason Reynolds 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Wrinkle-Time-Quintet/dp/0312367546
https://www.amazon.com/Science-Breakable-Things-Tae-Keller/dp/1524715697/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=science+of+breakable+things&qid=1591147726&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Elissa-Brent-Weissman/dp/0735229481/ref=sr_1_1?crid=E3CQ2WVSTPOZ&dchild=1&keywords=the+length+of+a+string+by+elissa+brent+weissman&qid=1591147434&s=books&sprefix=weissman+string%2Cstripbooks%2C172&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Return-Sender-Julia-Alvarez/dp/0375851232
https://www.amazon.com/Cruisers-Walter-Dean-Myers/dp/043991633X
https://www.amazon.com/Waiting-Normal-Leslie-Connor/dp/0060890908
https://www.amazon.com/Paperboy-Vince-Vawter/dp/0385742444
https://www.amazon.com/Lucky-Broken-Girl-Ruth-Behar/dp/0399546456/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=sl1&tag=wdwdad-20&linkId=ba5eea3669031e0357a12a8353f18050&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/Soldiers-Secret-Incredible-Story-Edmonds/dp/141971032X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=marissa+moss+a+soldier%27s+secret&qid=1591751639&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Elissa-Brent-Weissman/dp/0735229481/ref=sr_1_1?crid=E3CQ2WVSTPOZ&dchild=1&keywords=the+length+of+a+string+by+elissa+brent+weissman&qid=1591147434&s=books&sprefix=weissman+string%2Cstripbooks%2C172&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Enchanted-Air-Cultures-Wings-Memoir/dp/148143523X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3LVZW2UFEZZLL&dchild=1&keywords=enchanted+air+margarita+engle&qid=1591147467&s=books&sprefix=enchanted+air+ma%2Cstripbooks%2C167&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Only-Black-Girls-Town/dp/0316456381/ref=sr_1_1?crid=23DMRGWI1TZ5H&dchild=1&keywords=the+only+black+girl+in+town&qid=1591147574&s=books&sprefix=the+only+black+gir%2Cstripbooks%2C153&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Harbor-Me-Jacqueline-Woodson/dp/0525515143/ref=sr_1_1?crid=7F969BKY3E6T&dchild=1&keywords=harbor+me+jacqueline+woodson&qid=1591147649&s=books&sprefix=harbor+me%2Cstripbooks%2C149&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Cruisers-Walter-Dean-Myers/dp/043991633X
https://www.amazon.com/Bystander-James-Preller/dp/031254796X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=LU40BGETPTJX&dchild=1&keywords=bystander+by+james+preller&qid=1591642464&s=books&sprefix=bystander%2Cstripbooks%2C151&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ghost-Track-Jason-Reynolds/dp/1481450166/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=ghost+jason+reynolds&qid=1591147628&s=books&sr=1-1


For A Soldier’s Secret, choose one of the following projects to answer this question: What did 
you learn about the Civil War and this time period from reading this novel? 

● a video of at least two minutes 
● three detailed illustrations of important moments with 3-5 sentences of explanation for 

each 
● a 1-2 paragraph open response in MLA format 

 
After you read your second book, choose one of the following projects: 

● Illustrate at least 6 quotes from the novel (remember that quotes do not have to be said 
aloud by characters). 

● Write a one-page summary of the novel in MLA format. Also, include your favorite part 
and one important quote.  

● Make a video that creatively gives a plot summary, your favorite part, an important 
quote, and whether or not you’d recommend the book and why. 

● Write a poem inspired by your book and create an illustration to accompany it.  
 
 
GRADE 8 -  
Choose two books to read from the following list, and read one book of your choice. 
 
Book Choices 
Look Me in the Eye: My Life with Asperger’s - John Elder Robison 
The Only Black Girls in Town - Brandy Colbert 
The Girl in the Blue Coat - Monica Hesse 
The Poet X - Elizabeth Alcevedo 
Ghost - Jason Reynolds 
Genesis Begins Again - Alicia D. Williams 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time - Mark Haddon 
 
After you read one book, choose one of the following projects: 

● Illustrate at least 6 quotes from the novel (remember that quotes do not have to be said 
aloud by characters). 

● Write a one-page summary of the novel in MLA format. Also, include your favorite part 
and one important quote.  

● Make a video that creatively gives a plot summary, your favorite part, an important 
quote, and whether or not you’d recommend the book and why. 

● Write a poem inspired by your book and create an illustration to accompany it.  
 
For your other two books, you can choose one of the previous options or a project of your 
choice to present your book. All projects should include the title and author of the book. 
 
I look forward to seeing your projects! Have a wonderful summer! 
 
Ms. Jylkka-Tesler (Ms. JT) 

https://www.amazon.com/Look-Me-Eye-Life-Aspergers/dp/0307396185/ref=sr_1_2?crid=13IJJRWKYEP7N&dchild=1&keywords=look+me+in+the+eye+my+life+with+asperger%27s&qid=1591147019&s=books&sprefix=Look+me+in+the+eye%2Cstripbooks%2C150&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Only-Black-Girls-Town/dp/0316456381/ref=sr_1_1?crid=23DMRGWI1TZ5H&dchild=1&keywords=the+only+black+girl+in+town&qid=1591147574&s=books&sprefix=the+only+black+gir%2Cstripbooks%2C153&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Blue-Coat-Monica-Hesse/dp/0316260630/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=holocaust+young+adult+books&qid=1591642941&s=books&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/Poet-X-Elizabeth-Acevedo/dp/0062662813/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+poet+x&qid=1591147598&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ghost-Track-Jason-Reynolds/dp/1481450166/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=ghost+jason+reynolds&qid=1591147628&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1481465805/ref=as_li_tf_il?ie=UTF8&tag=boorio-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399349&creativeASIN=1481465805
https://www.amazon.com/Curious-Incident-Dog-Night-Time/dp/1400032717

